
Mrs. Beam

8th Grade ELA
Keep in Touch
lbeam@willisisd.org

Tutorials:
-M-T-Th 3: 00-4:00
(or on request)  

Class Materials 
Composition book 
that will stay in the 
classroom. Please 
bring it the 1st week 
of school. 

Bring something to 
write with EVERYDAY. 
Preferably, a pencil. 

Text Message Alerts

Sign up for class 
text alerts on 
homework, 
projects, due 
dates, extra 
credit and other 
important 
information. 

8th Grade ELA  Levels
text 

@Beam8ELA
to 81010

8th Grade ELA PAP
text 

@Beam8PAP
to 81010

Rules and Expectations 

1) RESPECT 
everyone in 
the classroom. 

2) Pay attention, 
PARTICIPATE, and 
engage in class 
activities. 

3) Follow all 
DIRECTIONS 
when given. 

4) Come to class 
with a POSITIVE 
attitude. 
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the classrooms rules and 
expectations, the following will 
apply:

1) Teacher-student 
conference

○ Reminder of 
expectations

○ Reflect what could 
have been done 
differently

2) Parent Phone Call
○ Discussion of 

students behavior
○ Teamwork for 

student success
3) Teacher Issued Detention

○ Assigned afterschool. 
Reflection 
assignment included

4) Referral
○ Administration 

WISD: Teacher Webpage



Independent Reading Memo

Technology 

NO PHONES
(all phones need to be 

turned off and put away.)

 Hello parents/guardians of ELA students,

A central goal of ELA is to establish an ongoing reading habit in the busy lives of 
our middle school children. I am hoping we can work together to recapture the 
pleasure and passion for reading. I am allowing my students to choose their 
own books to be read during independent reading time, and wanted to invite 
you to be part of this process.

I won’t know the details of every book students read and refer to this 
semester, and I won’t remember the details of all the books I recommend to 
students. Not all of these books will be “G” rated. For example, To Kill a 
Mockingbird by Harper Lee was once challenged by parents for depicting 
offensive language and racism. However, this book represents the struggle of a 
bigger issue that has long plagued humanity- that those who are different are 
considered less. 

I believe it is important to prepare our young adults for the real world and 
real world issues. The big idea here is that they’re reading! So you may pick up a 
book left behind on a nightstand and wonder why your student is reading it. I 
will answer, “Your son or daughter chose it.” I might have recommended it 
because I read it and loved it, or the book may be unfamiliar to me. The bottom 
line: I will not place a tight filter on what is read in this class and I’m asking for 
your support in this. 

Grades
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● Tablets will be provided 
in class when needed.
 

● Google Classroom will 
be used frequently. 

Grading Policy
If a student wants to relearn 
the material for a major 
assessment, students will 
have an opportunity to be 
reassessed. This opportunity 
is upon request and will follow 
a 30 minute tutorial to ensure 
students' understanding of 
material prior to retesting. 
The student will be retested 
with a different assessment 
covering the same 
knowledge/skills. The tutorial 
session and retest must take 
place within a week of the 
grade being posted.


